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On Creation and God

Psalm |04

Bless the LORD, my soul! LORD, my God, you are great imdeed! Yom are clothed with majesty and
ghoey, robed in baht as with & cloak. You spread out the heavens like a tert; you raised your palace
upon the waners. You make the clouds your charior; you trsvel on the wings of the wind. You make
the wisds your messengery; Maming fz, your miniviers. you fixed the earth on its foundation, never
10 be moved. The ccean covered it like a gannent, sbove the mownisins s100d the waters. At your
roar they 100k flight; at the sound of your thender they fled. They rushed up the mountamx, down the
valleys to the place you had fixed for them. You set a lamit they canmot pass; never again will they
cover the eanth. You made springs flow into channels tha wind smong the mountains. They give
drak 10 every beast of the field, here wild asses quench their tharst. Beside them the birds of beaven
nest; smong the braanches they sing. You water the mountaas from your palace; by your labor the
earth sbounds. You raise grass for the cattle and plents for our beasts of berden. You bring beead
from the earth, and wine to gladden cur hearts, Oil 10 make our faces gleam, food 10 build our
strength. The trees of the LORD drink their fill, the codars of Lebanos, which you plansed. There the
birds build thelr nasts; junipers are the home of the soek. The high mountain arc for wild goats; the
rocky cliffs, a refuge for badgers. You made the mocn to mark the seascas, the sun that knows e
hour of its setting. You bring darkness snd night falls, them all the beasts of the forest roass abroed.
Young lions roar for peey, they seek their food from God. When the sus rises, they steal away and
rest in their dens. People go forth to their work, to their labor 1ill eveming falls. How varied are your
works, LORD! [n wisdom vou have wrought them all; the caeth i full of vour creatures. Look st the
sea, great and wide! It 1eems with coustless beings, hving things both large and smadl, Here ships ply
their course;, here Leviathan, your creature, plays. AN of these look 1o you 10 gwve them food in due
time. When yon give to them, they gather, when vou open your hand, they are well filled. When you
hide your face, they are lost. When you take swny their breath, they perish and return 10 the dust
from which they came. When vou send forth vour breath, they are created. and you renew the face of
the carh. May tha gloey of the LORD endure foesver, may the LORD B¢ ghyd in these works!

H God glares at the camh, & trembles: of God soucnes e monetains, they smoke’ | will xing oo thie
LORD all moy lifes | will sing pravse to my Ood whede | bve, May my theme be pleasing w God, |

will rgjosce in the LORD.

Keeping in mind the image of Earth from space, consider four aspects of thes planes and s place in
the universe. First: it is very old. In billicns of years, the key numbers are 14, £ and 4. The universe
orpnated w a primoedinl Maring forth, rether mckegantly named the Bag Bang, about fourtees billion vears
&20. ... From that explosive instamt caward to this day, the universe has continued 10 expand, 55 galaxies and
their stars come into being and pass away Our own sun and its planets emerged abour five billios years spo,
coalescing from the dust and gas left by previoss generations of stars that exploded in thewr death throes. On
planet Earth about four billion years ago, » new eruption occurred, life, emerging in comenusasies of single-
celled creatures deep in the primeval seas and evolving into the more than one million species presest twday.
Second, the universs is incomprehensibly large. There sre over one hendred billlion galaxies, each
comprising of billlons of stars, and no cne knows how many moons and plances, all of this visible and
adible matter being only a fraction of the matter = the wenvene, which, being not well undersscod, s called
“dark " Earth & a small plaset orbiting & medwim-si2ad star wowaed e edge of one spiral galaxy. We are bin
a speck. Third, the sniverse is complealy intesconnected, everything being related 10 evenythng olse to soms
degroe ... Quine literally, human beings and all creatures on this planet sre made of stardust. The story of
biobogical evolutida, moecover, makes evident that we hamans share with all other living crestures 3
COMMon genetic ancestry wacing back to the ongnal single-celled creatures in the ancient seas. Fourth, the
universs & profomdly dymamic. Even 85 you rend Dse words, sew space is coming into being as the
universe contimues 1o expand outwerd. Galances whirl around thew ceatral black hole, cur planct revolves



